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THE OFT-INJURED Nick Johnson 
was enjoying his best pro season 
yet until recently, when he bruised 
his heel. 


If you could change one thing about 
baseball, what would it be? 

Shorter spring training. They tend 
to drag on. 


Who is the person who has influ- 
enced you the most in life, and why? 

My mom and dad for sure. They 
were always there for support and 
they coached me along the way. 
They did everything they could to 
give me the chance to go out and 
play ball. They really taught me just 
to keep grinding. 

What’s the best advice anyone has 
ever given you? 

My uncle [former Phillies player and 
manger Larry Bowa] told me once 
when me and my brother were in 
high school to do one thing a day 
for baseball if you want to become 
a good ballplayer and have a chance 
at the pros. 


When you’re not at the ballpark, 
how do you spend your time? 

Just relaxing or walking my basset 
hound. Her name’s Slick and she was 
a year old on June 27, so me and my 
girlfriend had a little birthday party 
for her and sang “Happy birthday.” 
Slick’s an awesome buddy. 

What’s the last movie you saw? 

Oh man! I couldn’t tell you. When 
my girlfriend and I go to movies I 
usually fall asleep and she watches 
the movie. I just go along with her 
and she’s happy. 


G 

AB 

R 
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2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

TB 

SB 

cs 

SF 

SH 

HBP 

SLG 

AVG 

395 

1276 

200 

342 

72 

2 

46 

188 

212 

556 

15 

14 

2 
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37 

.436 

.268 



“Playing with 
[Derek Jeter] 
when I was with 
the Yankees 
taught me a lot.” 


Who’d play Nick Johnson in the 
movies? 

Tom Hanks. I enjoyed “Forrest 
Gump” — that’s one of my favor- 
ite all-time movies that I didn’t 
fall asleep in. 

Who’s your favorite singer? 

Matt Redman. He sings praise and 
worship music. I’m a Christian and 
my faith is very important to me. 

Which player have you learned the 
most from in your career? 

I’d say Derek Jeter. Playing with 
him when I was with the Yankees 
taught me a lot. He comes to play 
every day, he does the little things to 
be a success, he comes up with the 
big hits and he’s just a great leader. 

BRUCE R. WELLS 
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Washington Nationals | active roster 



26 Marlon Byrd 


BA 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

J .287 

0 

16 

.338 



7 BradWilkerson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.268 5 29 .376 



6 Jose Guillen 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.302 15 43 .348 



15 Cristian Guzman 


II Junior Spivey 


BA 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

/ r .J \ 

S. Jr BA 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

.201 

3 

13 

.239 

\ / .245 

7 

22 

.331 



9 Vinny Castilla 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.260 6 39 .325 



24 Nick Johnson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.320 8 42 .444 


BENCH 


BA HR RBI OBP 


Carlos Baerga, inf 

.281 

0 

7 

.359 

Kj&Tbny Blanco, OF 

.253 

1 

7 

.289 

EglGary Bennett, c 

.253 

1 

13 

.299 

I^Kjamey Carroll, inf 

.250 

0 

10 

.315 

^Swil Cordero, ib 

.057 

0 

1 

.081 


I Rick Short, ib 


1.000 0 I 1.000 


Manager Frank Robinson 
IB Coach Don Buford 
HittingCoach TomMcCraw 



23 Brian Schneider 


BA HR RBI OBP 


.261 


21 .326 


Bench Coach Eddie Rodriguez 
PitchingCoach RandySt. Claire 
3B Coach DaveHuppert 



OUTSIDE THE LINES 

It seems hard to believe, but the 
Nationals have been hit with even more 
injuries. When will the hurting stop? 

1B Nick Johnson bruised his right 
heel and isoutfor uptoaweek. Can 
you say Rick Short? 

Ryan Church hurt is shoulder and 
was putonthe DL. On the brightside, 
that means Joey Eischen is back. 
Christian Guzman and his .201 bat- 
ting average are questionable with 
a bum hamstring. Actually, the .201 
average is always questionable. 


Starting Pitchy 


61 i Livan 
Hernandez 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
11-2 3.32 71 1.40 

2 ^ 



Esteban 

Loaizal2l 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



4-5 3.81 

79 

1.31 

361 Tony 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Armas 

3-4 5.44 

26 

1.48 

22iJohn 

W-L ERA 

K ^ 

WHIP 

Patterson 

3-2 3.17 

65 

1.25 

Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Drese 145 

6-7 5.68 

27 

1.59 


The Bullnen 


32 1 Chad 

Cordero f 

W-L ERA K WHIP ; 

2-1 0.87 37 1.02 ^ 

56 1 Luis Ayala 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



7-4 

3.00 

23 

1.25 

381 Gary 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

2-0 

3.22 

17 

1.46 

481 Hector w-l era 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

3-1 

2.00 

17 

1.00 

Sunny 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Kim 1 31 

1-0 

3.71 

II 

1.35 

581 Joey 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eischen 

1-0 

4.15 

5 

1.38 


(®li) Nats Hold Down the Fort 



SECOND THOUGHT: The Nationals traded for 
Junior Spivey after Jamey Carroll struggled. 


The Nationals were 14- 
13 and in third place in 
the National League East 
when second baseman 
Jose Vidro went on » 


thedisabled listwith a high anklesprain on May 5. 

It seemed like an ominous startforateam that 
hadn’t won morethan 85 games since 1996. Vidro 
was hitting .290 with four home runs and 15RBIsin 
a mere 28 games before he went down. 

The Nationals could easily have folded. But 
they didn’t. 

In fact, they did just the opposite. Since that 


game, the Nationals are 31 -11 and have moved into 
first place in the division, 4.5 games in front of the 
second-place Braves as of July 1. 

They’ve done itwith acouplesimple roster 
adjustments and solid play from a couple of role 
players. 

Second baseman Jamey Carroll had a mere 19 
at-bats in 11 games before Vidro got hurt. Atthat 
point, hewasasolid pinch hitter who was batting 
just over .300 and a good utility fielder. But when 
hetookovertheeveryday role, his numbers start- 
ed to drop. In May, he batted .236 with no home 
runsandthree RBI. 

Some people are just better in a backup role, 
and even though Carroll madeforan excellent 
reserve. Nationals General Manager Jim Bowden 


knew that something had to be done. 

When the Texas Rangers designated start- 
ing pitcher Ryan Drese for assignment, Bowden 
sawan opening. He sent pitcher Tomo Ohkatothe 
Milwaukee Brewers in exchangefor second base- 
man Junior Spivey, an All-Star in 2002, and picked 
up Drese off waivers. The Nats had their replace- 
ment second baseman withoutlosing astarting 
pitcher. 

As of July 1, Drese was2-1 with a2.84 ERA for 
the Nats. At second, Spivey was hitting .286 with two 
home runs, five RBIs, 12runsandtwo stolen bases. 

It’s unclear what will happen to him once Vidro 
comes back, but what he and Carroll did to keep 
the Nats thriving in his absence is no mystery. 

IAN HERBERT 
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Starting Pitche*"®^ 


45 1 Pedro 
Martinez 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
9-2 2.74 123 .82 




47iTomGlavine 


f. 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

i 4 

5-7 4.93 

43 

1.70 

341 Kris 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Benson 

6-2 3.69 

38 

1.17 

381 Victor 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Zambrano 4-6 3.84 

57 

1.52 

Kazuhisa 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Ishiil23 

2-7 5.68 

37 

1.42 

The Bullpen 


J 


Braden 

Looperl40 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


2-3 3.95 12 1.52 



!■ 



. 1:1 

Roberto 
Hernandez 1 39 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
2-2 1.99 32 1.21 


481 Aaron 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Heiiman 

3-3 4.21 

57 

1.21 

Danny 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Graves 132 

l-l 7.27 

13 

2.04 

Dae-Sung w-l era 

K 

WHIP 

Kooll7 

0-0 4.76 

18 

1.65 

191 Heath 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Bell 

0-3 4.26 

29 

1.36 


(§en^) Mets Forget to Set the Table 


Jose Reyes could make 
life hard for the Nationals 
this week if he just stop- 
ped swinging the bat. » 

The Mets’ shortstop and leadoff hitter is a 
petrifying presence on the base paths. And if he 
ever learned how to take a walk, he could turn into 
one of the most feared leadoff men in the game. 

Reyes was second in the majors in stolen 
bases and tops in triples as of last week. Sure, 
his average could be better, but it’s his dismal 
on-base percentage (.285as of June 28) that’s 
hurting the Mets most. 

It’s hard fora lineup to have an RBI feast if 


the leadoff guy can’t setthetable. And Reyes’ 10 
total walks through late June has to betoughfor 
New Yorkers to swallow. 

The shortstop has plenty of big bats hitting 
behind him, including Cliff Floyd, Carlos Beltran, 
Mike Piazzaand emerging star David Wright. 
Still, Reyes was onlythird on the Mets in runs 
scored as of last week. 

That said, the key to the Nationals winning 
this series may simply be to lower Reyes’ already 
dismal on-base percentage. The Mets — who 
were tops in the National League in stolen bases 
entering last weekend — are not afraid to run 
Reyes (who has a pair of three-steal games to his 
creditthis season) oranyoneelseforthat matter. 
Andthe wide-open terrain of RFK Stadium lends 



RUNNING MAN: The fleet-footed Jose Reyes is a 
danger on the bases. But he doesn’t like to walk. 


itself to manufacturing runs. 

TRACK MEET: As good as the Mets are at stealing 
bases, they’re hardly capable of stopping their 
opponents from swiping them right back. As 
of June 28, the Mets were only 7 for 62 at throw- 
ing out potential base stealers this season. That 
includes a dismal 5 for 52 for Piazza. 

NOWAYHOME: Nats hitters may find italittle 
harderthan usual to drive in key runs late in the 
game. Mets relievers were second in the NL at 
stranding inherited base runners as of last week, 
preventing 72.7 percentfrom scoring. 

IN A PINCH: The Mets were tied with Arizona 
forthe National League lead with 30 pinch hits 
through last Tuesday. That included a Major 
League best 13 pinch hits for infielder Marlon 
Anderson, eric brandner 
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Proving 

Ground 

Given the chance, Church shows 
why he may be Rookie of the Year 

WHEN TERMELL SLEDGE went 
out for the season with hamstring 
and shoulder injuries in May, it looked like 
the Nationals were running out of options in 
left field. The immediate fallout from Sledge’s 
absence was the decision to start second-year 
outfielder Ryan Church until a permanent 
solution could be found. 

As it turned out, Church was the perma- 
nent solution. 

Originally used only against right-handed 
pitchers, Church’s performance at the plate 
rapidly impressed. As his role expanded 
with each game, so did his success. Now 
the Nationals have a consistent leader of the 
offense and the front-runner for National 
League Rookie of the Year. 

Add the 26 -year- old Church to the long 
list of more-than-pleasant surprises the 
Nationals have uncovered this year. 



reach since he was a teenager, but, for one 
reason or another, the chances always came 
and went. 

Out of the University of Reno, Nevada, 
he ended up in the Cleveland Indians orga- 
nization, where the farm system was deep 
and he was generally low in the depth charts. 
After heading to Montreal, “I just looked at it 
as an opportunity, because they didn’t have 
many people in the system ... all of a sudden. 


“I’m just trying to find a 
way to be successful,” Church 
said. 

He doesn’t have to look 
too much harder. Since the 
day he replaced Sledge two 
months ago, he’s hit more 
than .375 and slugged more 
than .625. He’s also knocked 
in more runs per at-bat than 
any other National. 

On defense. Church has pulled off tough 
catches adroitly and made difficult throws look 
effortless — and has yet to record an error. 

“My job is to go and get the ball,” he said. 
“That’s just what I do.” 


CHURCH, FROM SANTA BARBARA, 

Calif, hasn’t had an easy path to where he 
is now. Opportunities have seemed within 


I moved up,” he said. 

When the team moved to 
Washington, he said, there 
was an atmosphere of change 
surrounding the team. With so 
much new with the franchise, 
he felt he could find his place 
in a squad that was going in a 
different direction. “I saw it as a 
chance to begin making things 
happen. . . . Some guys get a step 
forward. I was ready for it.” 

Now that he’s secured his 
role on the team, the 6 -foot-1, 
190 -pound Church is using the 
experience to develop his skills 
and habits into those that shape 
a long, prosperous career. 

He’s already learned about 
one subject that’s all too famil- 
iar to the Nationals these days 
— injuries. A shoulder injury 
after running into a wall for a 
game -winning catch June 22 
has him on the disabled list. His 
lesson wasn’t that sometimes 
you take the easy play. It was that winning 
doesn’t come from the easy play. “I’d do it 
again,” he said. “It’s all about getting another 
W.’ Anything to get that W.’” 

In the end, he’s reached one overriding con- 
clusion, finding it applicable to both his own 
rocketing to prominence and the Nationals’ 
wild ride to first place: “It’s all about seiz- 
ing the opportunity and going with it.” 


CHRIS MINCHER 


Piazza’s Hit Parade 


Mets catcher can 
do it all at the plate, 
except get a triple 

AFTER 13 SEASONS and over 
6,000 at bats, we can finally iso- 
late Mike Piazza’s one statistical weakness: 
He can’t hit triples. 

Through last Tuesday, the Mets catcher 
was averaging a three -bagger about once 
every three seasons (or, to be more exact, 
once every 1,007 at bats). 

Lack of triples aside. Piazza is a statisti- 
cal anomaly at the plate in virtually every 
positive way imaginable. Simply put, he’s the 
greatest hitting backstop of all time. 

Now in his 14th big league campaign, he 
sets a new career home run record for catch- 
ers every time he clears the fences. He’s hit 30 
or more homers in a season nine times and 
surpassed the 20 home run mark 11 times. 

Piazza does pretty well when the ball stays 


in the park, too. He was the second catcher 
to surpass the 200 -hit mark in a single sea- 
son (collecting 201 for the Dodgers in 1997), 
and is on pace to reach the 2,000 -hit plateau 
early next season. 

Piazza has put up all those numbers with- 
out a single disastrous campaign. He’s never 
hit below .266, never hit fewer than 20 hom- 
ers in a year where he didn’t miss significant 
time because of an injury, and never reached 
triple -digit strikeouts in one season. 

But as the 3 6 -year- old catcher pushes 
toward what should be his 12th All-Star 
selection, there are signs that he may be 
running out of steam. 

THERE ARE THREE certainties in base- 
ball: Managers will be fired, fans will pay 
too much for beer, and all catchers’ bodies 
will eventually break down. 

After nearly 1,500 games behind the 
plate. Piazza is fighting the last of those 
three demons. 

While he still puts up numbers most aspir- 



ing catchers will never reach. Piazza appears 
to be in a slow statistical decline. He was on 
pace to hit 17 home runs and drive in 67 runs 
as of last week. Those numbers, along with 


last year’s totals of 20 homers and 54 RBIs, 
are a far cry from 2002, when he hit 33 home 
runs and drove in 98 runs. 

Wanting to keep his production at a max- 
imum, the Mets tried to lessen the toll on 
No. 3 Ts body by making him into a first base- 
man last season. Piazza — who had been 
resisting the position change for two years 
— played 68 games at first last season, but 
has returned to the land of batter’s boxes and 
excess padding for 2005. 

And it could be his last in a Mets uni- 
form. 

Piazza is in the last season of his contract. 
While neither side has confirmed he’s out the 
door, conventional wisdom points to the slug- 
ger spending the rest of his career in the semi- 
retirement home of the American League, 
where the designated hitter rule would give 
him the opportunity to add to his already 
impressive list of accomplishments. 

While Piazza has recently voiced disdain 
for the DH slot, it’s not hard to imagine him 
acclimating himself to the role. 

Playing mostly DH, he had the highest 
interleague batting average of any active player 
(.349) as of June 27. Who knows, maybe the 
move would even help him leg out another triple 
or two before he hangs it up. eric brandner 
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isff STATISTICS AS OF JULY I 


Washington Nationals | hitting 


I National Leagne | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

SB 

CS 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Ryan Church 

160 

28 

52 

10 

2 

7 

28 

13 

0 

0 

.325 

.381 

.544 

.924 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

42 

47 

3 

6 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

Jose Guillen 

284 

43 

86 

17 

1 

15 

44 

15 

1 

1 

.303 

.350 

.528 

.878 

Jose Vidro 

100 

17 

29 

6 

2 

4 

15 

13 

0 

0 

.290 

.365 

.510 

.875 

Marlon Byrd 

102 

3 

29 

5 

1 

0 

16 

8 

1 

1 

.284 

.330 

.353 

.683 

Carlos Baerga 

57 

5 

16 

3 

0 

0 

7 

4 

0 

0 

.281 

.359 

.333 

.693 

Junior Spivey 

59 

13 

16 

6 

0 

2 

5 

10 

2 

0 

.271 

.394 

.475 

.869 

Brad Wilkerson 

272 

38 

73 

26 

3 

5 

29 

44 

4 

5 

.268 

.376 

.441 

.817 

Brian Schneider 

199 

22 

52 

12 

1 

5 

21 

18 

1 

0 

.261 

.326 

.407 

.733 

Vinny Castilla 

262 

30 

68 

19 

' 

6 

39 

25 

4 

0 

.260 

.325 

.408 

.734 


ProFiie Marlon Byrd 


AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT:235 YRS:3 


’03 

135 

495 

86 

150 

7 

45 

II 94 

.303 

.418 

’04 

106 

346 

48 

79 

5 

33 

2 68 

.228 

.321 

’05 

39 

115 

3 

33 

0 

16 

1 22 

.287 

.348 



Gary Bennett 

79 

6 

20 

5 

0 

1 

13 

5 

0 

0 

.253 

.299 

.354 

.653 

Tomo Ohka 

16 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.250 

.250 

.250 

.500 

Jamey Carroll 

148 

24 

37 

3 

1 

0 

10 

14 

1 

2 

.250 

.315 

.284 

.599 

Tony Blanco 

44 

7 

II 

3 

0 

1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

.250 

.283 

.386 

.669 

Termell Sledge 

37 

7 

9 

0 

1 

1 

8 

7 

2 

1 

.243 

.348 

.378 

.726 

J.J. Davis 

26 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

.231 

.286 

.231 

.516 

J. Hammonds 

32 

3 

7 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

.219 

.286 

.250 

.536 

Esteban Loaiza 

32 

3 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

.219 

.219 

.281 

.500 

C. Guzman 

254 

20 

51 

6 

4 

3 

13 

13 

3 

4 

.201 

.239 

.291 

.530 

Livan Hernandez 

38 

3 

7 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

.184 

.205 

.289 

.495 


ProFile 


Brian Schneider 


AGE: 28 BAT: L THROW: L HT:6-0 WT:206 YRS:4 



’04 135 436 40 112 12 49 63 .257 .399 

’05 63 199 22 52 5 21 21 .261 .407 


Led the majors in 2003and 2004 in throwing 
out47.8 percent of runners attempting a steal, 
nabbing 33 overall. 

Led the majors in 2004 in catchers who were a 
partofdouble plays, with 16. 

Was second last year only to Jason Kendall in 
innings played at catcher, with 1,114. 

Was second last year among catchers — 
behind Benji Molina — in picking off leading 
baserunners, with4. 



PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

Derrek Lee 

290 

62 

no 

26 

0 

23 

Miguel Cabrera 

291 

53 

100 

20 

1 

16 

Albert Pujols 

301 

64 

102 

19 

0 

20 

Luis Castillo 

203 

42 

67 

6 

2 

2 

Clint Barmes 

225 

40 

74 

16 

1 

8 

Moises Alou 

225 

40 

73 

8 

0 

12 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

Brady Clark 

322 

55 

102 

17 

0 

7 

Chad Tracy 

234 

32 

74 

17 

2 

8 

Sean Casey 

283 

37 

89 

18 

0 

3 

Bobby Abreu 

287 

57 

90 

16 

0 

17 

Felipe Lopez 

247 

41 

77 

18 

1 

13 

Chase Utley 

220 

34 

68 

14 

1 

II 

Jason Bay 

293 

55 

90 

22 

4 

15 

Carlos Delgado 

278 

43 

85 

23 

0 

15 

Luis Gonzalez 

287 

50 

87 

19 

0 

II 

Jose Guillen 

284 

43 

86 

17 

1 

15 

Jeff Kent 

281 

50 

85 

18 

0 

15 

Omar Vizquel 

275 

38 

83 

17 

3 

1 

Rob Mackowiak 

226 

35 

68 

12 

1 

8 

Paul Lo Duca 

246 

23 

74 

17 

1 

2 

Aramis Ramirez 

276 

45 

83 

20 

0 

17 

Joe Randa 

266 

36 

79 

18 

0 

12 

M. Grudzielanek 

280 

38 

82 

16 

2 

4 

Jason Ellison 

226 

37 

66 

14 

2 

4 

David Wright 

264 

44 

77 

20 

1 

II 


ProFile 

Michael Young 


AGE: 28 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-I WT:I90 YRS:5 



’03 160 666 106 204 14 

’04 160 690 114 216 22 

’05 74 317 56 103 II 


’03 72 13 103 .306 .446 

’04 99 12 89 .313 .483 

’05 40 3 45 .325 .492 



RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

65 

10 

2 

39 

.379 

.456 

.707 

1.163 

58 

0 

0 

27 

.344 

.398 

.584 

.982 

64 

7 

0 

40 

.339 

.424 

.601 

1.025 

15 

6 

4 

36 

.330 

.431 

.409 

.840 

34 

4 

4 

10 

.329 

.371 

.516 

.886 

38 

2 

0 

34 

.324 

.414 

.520 

.934 

42 

3 

6 

47 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

28 

8 

9 

26 

.317 

.383 

.435 

.817 

31 

0 

1 

12 

.316 

.350 

.509 

.859 

35 

1 

0 

21 

.314 

.363 

.410 

.773 

52 

20 

3 

59 

.314 

.435 

.547 

.982 

45 

5 

4 

19 

.312 

.358 

.551 

.909 

38 

7 

2 

25 

.309 

.384 

.532 

.916 

40 

5 

0 

37 

.307 

.387 

.563 

.950 

57 

0 

0 

36 

.306 

.401 

.550 

.951 

50 

2 

1 

43 

.303 

.398 

.484 

.882 

44 

1 

1 

15 

.303 

.350 

.528 

.878 

58 

4 

1 

30 

.302 

.375 

.527 

.902 

28 

13 

7 

26 

.302 

.360 

.396 

.756 

39 

5 

3 

25 

.301 

.375 

.469 

.845 

31 

3 

3 

20 

.301 

.354 

.402 

.756 

49 

0 

1 

25 

.301 

.363 

.558 

.921 

42 

0 

0 

30 

.297 

.369 

.500 

.869 

28 

6 

2 

16 

.293 

.343 

.407 

.750 

17 

10 

3 

16 

.292 

.347 

.425 

.772 

41 

6 

4 

36 

.292 

.385 

.500 

.885 


American League | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Brian Roberts 

277 

52 

101 

20 

5 

13 

44 

16 

5 

34 

.365 

.438 

.614 

1.052 

Vladimir Guerrero 

231 

42 

81 

16 

1 

14 

44 

6 

0 

19 

.351 

.406 

.610 

1.016 

Johnny Damon 

307 

57 

104 

19 

5 

3 

41 

8 

1 

24 

.339 

.383 

.463 

.846 

Alex Rodriguez 

292 

55 

96 

16 

0 

20 

66 

8 

3 

43 

.329 

.424 

.589 

1.013 

Michael Young 

317 

56 

103 

14 

3 

II 

40 

3 

1 

22 

.325 

.371 

.492 

.863 

Miguel Tejada 

311 

49 

100 

24 

3 

19 

60 

1 

1 

21 

.322 

.367 

.601 

.968 

Jason Varitek 

232 

38 

72 

16 

1 

13 

33 

0 

0 

23 

.310 

.378 

.556 

.934 

Garret Anderson 

299 

40 

92 

16 

1 

10 

59 

0 

0 

II 

.308 

.330 

.468 

.798 

Grady Sizemore 

284 

48 

87 

18 

6 

8 

37 

9 

5 

23 

.306 

.362 

.496 

.859 

Hideki Matsui 

292 

48 

89 

23 

1 

10 

59 

2 

0 

35 

.305 

.372 

.493 

.866 

David Ortiz 

296 

54 

90 

22 

1 

19 

66 

0 

0 

39 

.304 

.382 

.578 

.960 

Derek Jeter 

303 

59 

92 

II 

2 

10 

35 

9 

3 

38 

.304 

.393 

.452 

.845 

Shea Hillenbrand 

297 

51 

90 

17 

1 

8 

37 

1 

0 

15 

.303 

.361 

.448 

.809 

Gary Sheffield 

277 

47 

83 

17 

0 

13 

55 

6 

1 

46 

.300 

.396 

.502 

.898 

Melvin Mora 

277 

44 

83 

17 

0 

14 

46 

7 

1 

21 

.300 

.357 

.513 

.870 

Rondell White 

254 

32 

76 

13 

3 

8 

37 

1 

0 

10 

.299 

.328 

.469 

.797 

Trot Nixon 

218 

39 

65 

16 

0 

8 

40 

1 

0 

29 

.298 

.379 

.482 

.861 

Raul Ibanez 

289 

34 

86 

17 

1 

II 

39 

3 

1 

27 

.298 

.360 

.478 

.837 

Emil Brown 

232 

40 

69 

15 

1 

8 

37 

2 

0 

23 

.297 

.365 

.474 

.840 

Kevin Mench 

249 

39 

74 

19 

2 

15 

42 

2 

2 

23 

.297 

.362 

.570 

.933 

Travis Hafner 

243 

44 

72 

20 

0 

13 

49 

0 

0 

38 

.296 

.404 

.539 

.943 

Jorge Cantu 

270 

34 

80 

19 

0 

12 

46 

0 

0 

7 

.296 

.325 

.500 

.825 

Brandon Inge 

295 

44 

87 

13 

7 

7 

35 

4 

1 

40 

.295 

.380 

.458 

.837 

Ivan Rodriguez 

268 

39 

79 

21 

3 

5 

29 

4 

2 

5 

.295 

.307 

.451 

.758 

Ichiro Suzuki 

323 

51 

95 

8 

7 

6 

27 

18 

5 

20 

.294 

.333 

.418 

.751 

Coco Crisp 

257 

38 

75 

17 

2 

7 

31 

8 

4 

21 

.292 

.344 

.455 

.799 


ProFile 

Carlos Delgado 


AGE: 33 BAT: L THROW: R 
HT:6-3 WT:240 YRS: 12 



’03 

161 

570 117 

172 

42 

’04 

128 

458 74 

123 

32 

’05 

76 

276 43 

85 

15 



’03 108 0 137 .302 .593 

’04 145 0 115 .269 .535 

’05 99 0 65 .308 .554 



(Farm) Reliever Makes a Power Play 


Jason Bergmann, a right- 
handed relief pitcher for 
Triple-A New Orleans, is 
hoping to power his way 
into the big leagues. » 

He already has a 96-mph fastball and he 
plans to improve on that. 

Taken in the 11th round of the 2002 
draft out of Rutgers, Bergmann, 24, went 
from the South Atlantic League as a start- 
er to the Florida State League as a reliever 


and ended the season at Harrisburg in the 
Eastern League. 

He showed promise as a reliever, posting 
a 3-2 record with eight saves and a 1.14 with 
the Brevard County Manatees. 

This year, he started with the 
Double-A Harrisburg Senators and put up 
the best numbers on the pitching staff. He 
was 2-0 with 1.22 ERA with five saves before 
being elevated in the Nationals’ farm system 
in mid- June. 

In thee games with the New Orleans 
Zephyrs, he’s struck out five while walking 
only one and allowed just two hits in 6 2/3 


innings. 

“When they first put me in the bullpen I 
thought it was a demotion,” said Bergmann. 
“They had to convince me it wasn’t.” 

Bergmann sees himself as a power pitcher 
and believes it will be his fastball that gets 
him to the big leagues. He has an unusual 
goal that he will eventually fail to meet. 

“At Rutgers I was throwing 92-mph. I’m 
now throwing 96-mph. Every year, it has gone 
up one mph. My goal is one mph a year. I’m 
trying to keep that goal,” he said. “The harder 
you throw the better chance you have it to 
make it.” john hoffmann 




Team Leaders 



^BATTING AVG. 

Kevin Orie, .450 

Josh Labendeira, .400 

^WINS 

^RUNS 

Brian Powell, 4 

Brendan Harris, 47 

EdYarnall,4 

MattCepicky,47 

^ERA 

^HITS 

C.J. Nitkowski, 0.00 

Brendan Harris, 79 

Antonio Osuna, 0.00 

MattCepicky,77 

^ SAVES 

^ HOME RUNS 

Travis Hughes, 6 

MattCepicky,l4 

Christopher Schroder, 4 

Brendan Harris, 9 
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Washington Nationals | pitching 


ProFiie SunnyKim 

AGE 27 ’ ’ B AtVr ’ ’ THROW: R ’ ’ ’htVs - I 'WT: 1 8 S’ Y RS 4 ’ 


’03 0 I 8.36 4 3 14 24 13 13 5 

’04 4 6 4.58 43 17 135.2 145 80 69 87 

’05 I 0 3.71 6 2 17 19 7 7 II 


National Leagne | pitching 



PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

SV 

svo 

IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

Chad Cordero 

2 

1 

0.87 

40 

0 

28 

30 

41.1 

32 

8 

4 

3 

1 

10 

37 

Hector Carrasco 

3 

1 

2.00 

28 

0 

1 

3 

27.0 

18 

6 

6 

2 

4 

9 

17 

Ryan Drese 

2 

1 

2.84 

3 

3 

0 

0 

19.0 

15 

6 

6 

0 

1 

6 

7 

Luis Ayala 

7 

4 

3.00 

45 

0 

1 

2 

48.0 

54 

18 

16 

5 

3 

6 

23 

John Patterson 

3 

2 

3.17 

13 

13 

0 

0 

76.2 

67 

27 

27 

6 

2 

29 

65 

Gary Majewski 

2 

0 

3.22 

33 

0 

0 

1 

36.1 

37 

14 

13 

0 

4 

16 

17 

Livan Hernandez 

II 

2 

3.32 

17 

17 

0 

0 

II9.I 

121 

47 

44 

5 

7 

45 

71 

Sunny Kim 

1 

0 

3.71 

6 

2 

0 

0 

17.0 

19 

7 

7 

1 

1 

4 

II 

Esteban Loaiza 

4 

5 

3.81 

16 

16 

0 

0 

99.1 

102 

42 

42 

7 

2 

28 

79 

Jon Rauch 

1 

3 

4.00 

8 

0 

0 

0 

18.0 

15 

8 

8 

1 

0 

7 

II 

Tony Armas 

3 

4 

5.44 

9 

9 

0 

0 

51.1 

48 

32 

31 

10 

2 

28 

26 



ProFiie Chad Cordero 

AGE: 23 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT: 198 YRS:2 


’03 1 

0 

1.64 

12 

0 

II 

4 

2 

2 

12 

’04 7 

3 

2.94 

69 

0 

82.2 

68 

28 

27 

83 

’05 2 

1 

.87 

40 

0 

41.1 

32 

8 

4 

37 


ProFiie 


Ryan Drese 


AGE: 29 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-3 WT:235 YRS:4 


’03 2 4 6.85 II 8 46 61 42 26 

’04 14 10 4.20 34 33 207.2 233 104 98 

’05 6 7 5.68 15 15 88.2 III 58 27 

Was a pitcher on the United States national 
baseball team in 1995. 

Permitted an average of just .69 home 
runs per9innings lastyear, second inthe 
American League, behind then Oakland-A’s 
ace Tim Hudson. 

68.8 percent of balls put in play against 
him were ground balls last year, the fourth 
highest percentage in the league. 

Day-game ERA was 10th in the AL in 2004. 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG 


Roger Clemens 

6 

3 

1.50 

16 

16 

0 


Dontrelle Willis 

12 

3 

2.04 

16 

16 

4 


Roy Oswalt 

10 

7 

2.54 

17 

17 

2 


Pedro Martinez 

9 

2 

2.74 

16 

16 

2 


John Smoltz 

8 

5 

2.74 

17 

17 

3 


Chris Carpenter 

II 

4 

2.77 

16 

16 

3 


Jake Peavy 

7 

2 

2.88 

15 

15 

1 


Brian Moehler 

2 

6 

3.05 

17 

13 

0 


Josh Beckett 

8 

5 

3.14 

15 

15 

1 


A.J. Burnett 

5 

5 

3.14 

15 

15 

3 


Brett Myers 

5 

4 

3.18 

16 

16 

1 


Glendon Rusch 

5 

3 

3.20 

22 

10 

1 


Brandon Webb 

8 

4 

3.24 

16 

16 

1 


Andy Pettitte 

4 

7 

3.25 

15 

15 

0 


Victor Santos 

2 

8 

3.27 

16 

15 

1 


Matt Morris 

9 

1 

3.31 

14 

14 

1 


Livan Hernandez 

II 

2 

3.32 

17 

17 

1 


Chris Capuano 

8 

6 

3.38 

17 

17 

0 


Adam Eaton 

9 

2 

3.42 

14 

14 

0 


Mark Redman 

4 

6 

3.42 

16 

16 

2 


Derek Lowe 

5 

8 

3.66 

17 

17 

1 


Dave Williams 

6 

5 

3.68 

14 

14 

0 


Tim Hudson 

6 

5 

3.78 

14 

14 

0 


Esteban Loaiza 

4 

5 

3.81 

16 

16 

0 


Brad Penny 

3 

5 

3.83 

13 

13 

0 


Victor Zambrano 

4 

6 

3.84 

14 

14 

0 

1 


ProFiie 

Chris Carpenter 

AGE: 30 BAT: R THROW:R 
HT:6-6 WT:230YRS:7 


YR 

W 

L 

ERA G 

GS 

’02 

4 

5 

5.28 13 

13 

’04 

15 

5 

3.46 28 

28 

’05 

II 

4 

2.77 16 

16 

YR IP H R ER SO 

CO 

p 

73.1 

89 

45 43 

45 

’04 

182 

169 

75 70 

152 

’05 

113.2 

98 

39 35 

112 



SHO IP H R ER HR HBP BB SO 


0 

108.0 

70 

20 

18 

5 

1 

32 

104 

3 

114.2 

108 

28 

26 

3 

2 

22 

85 

1 

120.1 

104 

37 

34 

9 

4 

25 

82 

0 

115.0 

72 

36 

35 

9 

1 

22 

123 

1 

II8.I 

109 

40 

36 

7 

0 

32 

89 

3 

113.2 

98 

39 

35 

8 

0 

29 

112 

1 

100.0 

75 

36 

32 

10 

2 

20 

no 

0 

88.2 

92 

32 

30 

6 

1 

23 

46 

1 

94.2 

76 

38 

33 

5 

4 

32 

85 

1 

103.1 

90 

42 

36 

6 

2 

33 

93 

0 

102.0 

90 

38 

36 

13 

5 

29 

101 

1 

78.2 

82 

30 

28 

6 

0 

32 

56 

0 

III.O 

114 

43 

40 

8 

1 

32 

82 

0 

99.2 

96 

40 

36 

7 

0 

18 

72 

0 

93.2 

84 

41 

34 

13 

3 

35 

59 

0 

89.2 

84 

40 

33 

6 

3 

16 

63 

0 

119. 1 

121 

47 

44 

5 

7 

45 

71 

0 

109.1 

103 

45 

41 

14 

7 

41 

81 

0 

81.2 

88 

39 

31 

7 

5 

25 

63 

1 

105.1 

97 

41 

40 

8 

0 

27 

55 

1 

110.2 

120 

59 

45 

9 

2 

24 

74 

0 

78.1 

72 

35 

32 

13 

4 

30 

53 

0 

85.2 

91 

38 

36 

8 

4 

39 

51 

0 

99.1 

102 

42 

42 

7 

2 

28 

79 

0 

82.1 

87 

35 

35 

6 

2 

12 

44 

0 

82.0 

78 

41 

35 

5 

8 

47 

57 


American League | pitching 



PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR HBP 

BB 

SO 

Roy Halladay 

II 

4 

2.40 

17 

17 

5 

2 

131.0 

107 

35 

35 

9 

7 

16 

98 

Mark Buehrle 

10 

1 

2.42 

16 

16 

2 

1 

122.2 

no 

37 

33 

7 

0 

17 

79 

Kenny Rogers 

9 

3 

2.46 

15 

15 

1 

1 

98.2 

93 

29 

27 

6 

6 

33 

44 

Bartolo Colon 

10 

4 

3.02 

16 

16 

2 

0 

IIO.I 

104 

42 

37 

II 

1 

23 

82 

Jarrod Washburn 

4 

3 

3.21 

16 

16 

0 

0 

lOl.O 

114 

36 

36 

12 

4 

30 

52 

Jon Garland 

12 

3 

3.25 

15 

15 

2 

2 

108.0 

96 

40 

39 

II 

3 

19 

53 

Freddy Garcia 

8 

3 

3.29 

16 

16 

1 

0 

112.0 

96 

43 

41 

10 

2 

29 

77 

Matt Clement 

9 

1 

3.33 

16 

16 

1 

0 

102.2 

96 

40 

38 

6 

7 

32 

82 

Chris Young 

8 

4 

3.33 

16 

16 

0 

0 

94.2 

89 

38 

35 

9 

3 

21 

81 

Jason Johnson 

5 

6 

3.39 

16 

16 

1 

0 

103.2 

105 

44 

39 

10 

2 

25 

49 

Gustavo Chacin 

6 

5 

3.40 

16 

16 

0 

0 

92.2 

96 

41 

35 

6 

6 

34 

54 

Bruce Chen 

6 

5 

3.54 

15 

15 

1 

0 

94.0 

90 

41 

37 

II 

3 

27 

64 

Carlos Silva 

6 

3 

3.55 

14 

14 

2 

0 

101. 1 

121 

42 

40 

13 

1 

5 

32 

-Cliff Lee 

8 

3 

3.56 

16 

16 

0 

0 

96.0 

94 

43 

38 

II 

0 

29 

72 

Nate Robertson 

3 

6 

3.58 

15 

15 

1 

0 

93.0 

90 

49 

37 

6 

3 

37 

55 

Johan Santana 

7 

4 

3.78 

16 

16 

2 

1 

112.0 

88 

47 

47 

13 

0 

21 

131 

John Lackey 

6 

2 

3.84 

16 

16 

0 

0 

98.1 

102 

43 

42 

8 

6 

39 

95 

Dan Haren 

7 

7 

3.85 

17 

17 

2 

0 

IIO.O 

101 

56 

47 

12 

5 

33 

81 

Randy Johnson 

7 

5 

3.86 

16 

16 

3 

0 

109.2 

108 

53 

47 

16 

6 

22 

99 

Paul Byrd 

7 

5 

3.87 

15 

15 

1 

0 

100.0 

105 

48 

43 

10 

4 

13 

54 

Joe Mays 

4 

3 

3.94 

15 

14 

1 

1 

89.0 

99 

48 

39 

13 

2 

20 

29 

Tim Wakefield 

7 

6 

3.94 

16 

16 

0 

0 

102.2 

99 

49 

45 

10 

6 

45 

62 

Mike Mussina 

8 

5 

3.95 

16 

16 

2 

2 

lOO.I 

108 

48 

44 

13 

4 

24 

70 

Brad Radke 

5 

8 

4.07 

17 

17 

2 

1 

110.2 

128 

56 

50 

20 

4 

9 

70 

Jose Contreras 

3 

4 

4.15 

15 

15 

0 

0 

91.0 

76 

46 

42 

14 

7 

38 

69 

Bronson Arroyo 

6 

4 

4.21 

16 

15 

0 

0 

94.0 

92 

50 

44 

10 

8 

22 

58 


ProFiie 


Freddy Garda 

AGE: 29 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-4 WT:250 YRS:6 


’03 12 14 4.52 33 33 

’04 13 II 3.81 31 31 

’05 8 3 3.30 16 16 


’03 201.1 196 109 101 144 

’04 210 192 92 89 184 

’05 112 96 43 41 77 




1924 I On July 4, the 
Washington Nationals 
started a home series 
against a team from 
New York - and the 
results were not pret- 
ty for the future World 
Champions. » 


Yankees Cut Down Nationals’ Lead 


The Nationals’ fireworks were a 
dud during a doubleheader on 
Independence Day, astheteam 
scored just two runs in 18innings 
againstthe Yankees. 

That was hardly enough, as the 
Bronx Bombers sweptthe games, 
4-2and 2-0, with Babe Ruth scoring 
twice in New York’s opening victory. 
In the nightcap, the Nats managed 
just seven singlesen route to being 
shutout by Sam Jones. 

Another day, another double- 
header was the life of the Nationals, 


who played theirseventh twin-bill in 
the last 13 days on July 5. 

In thefirstgame. Herb Pennock 
tossed the second-straight shut- 
outofthe Nats in a2-0 loss. Infact, 
Washington-which becamethe 
Senators 30 years later-failed 
to score a run for 22 consecutive 
inningsagainst New York, dating 
backto July 4. The most notewor- 
thy moment of Game 1 was Ruth 
knocking himself unconscious after 
crashing into the rightfield wall in 
thefourth inning. 



in a7-2 victory 
pinned down by 
Yankees slug- Washington’s 
ger Babe Ruth pirpo Marberry. 

Mercifully, the Nats-Yanks 
series wrapped up July 6, but not 
before New Yorkfurther cut into 


Finally, the 
hometeam 
gave the fans 
something to 
cheerabout 


Washington’s division lead. While 
the Yankees won 7-4, the results 


would have been much different if 
notfor pinch hitter Harvey Hendrick, 
who kicked the ball out of Roger 
Pekinpaugh’s glove on what should 
have been the last out of a Nationals’ 
4-3 victory. Butthe ninth inning con- 
tinued, highlighted by Ruth’s RBI 
double that added to his already 
solid day (a homer, another double 
and two runs scored). 

As a result, the Nats were up by 
justone game in the AL East with 
a day off July 7 before the Detroit 
Tigers cameto town. 








CELEBRATE BEFORE OR 


AFTER THE GAME! 

Freshly Prepared Menu Items 
25 Televisions & Private Speaker Systems 

Maryland/DC Metro: Bowie * Germantown 
Northern Virginia: Burke * Centreville * Fairfax 
Gainesville * Manassas * Reston « Sterling « Woodbridge 


Drive you. 

"Cars" can put you in the right wheels. Wednesdays. 

express 
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RFKStadium I seating chart 


Outfield Upper 


Outfield Lower 


Outfield Loge Box 


BLine Upper 


BLine Lower 
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BLine Ter. Box 


Infield Upper 


Infield Lower 


Infield Loge Box 


Infield Ter. Box 


Infield Box 
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100% brand new. 

100% beautiful. 100% guaranteed. 

It’s hard to tell which Is more beautiful: Our brand-new apartments or our 
1 00% Move-In Satisfaction Guarantee. 

• New! Apartments starting from the $1 ,400s 

• New! Unique open floor plans with cork or stained concrete flooring 

• New! Frosted glass Interior walls In select units 

• New! Stainless steel appliances In every kitchen 

• New! Click! Cafe. Internet Lounge 

• Situated perfectly between the new Crystal City 

shops and nightlife and the Fashion Center at Pentagon City 


LOFTS 590 

590 S. 15th Street | Arlington 
800.631 .6973 

Iofts590@archstonesmlth.com 


Charles E. Smith 


SmithApartments.com 
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(Statistics)^ 


American League | HITTING 


RUNS BATTED IN 


HOME RUNS 


STOLEN BASES 





M. Ramirez, BOS, 68 
A. Rodriguez, NYY, 66 
D. Ortiz, BOS, 66 
M.Teixeira,TEX,64 
M. Tejada, BAL,60 


M.Teixeira,TEX,22 
A. Rodriguez, TEX, 20 
A. Soriano, BOS, 20 
M. Tejada, BAL,I9 
P. Konerko, CWS, 19 


Podsednik,CWS, 38 
C. Crawford, TB, 24 
C.Figgins, LAA, 24 
J.Lugo,TB,2l 
T. Womack, NYY, 19 


American League | PITCHING 


WINS 



J. Garland, CWS, 12 
R.Halladay,TOR,ll 
B. Colon, LAA, 10 
M.Buehrle,CWS,IO 

K. Rogers, TEX, 9 


STRIKEOUTS 



J. Santana, MIN, 131 
R. Johnson, NYY, 99 
R.Halladay,T0R,98 
J. Lackey, LAA, 95 
Bonderman,DET,83 


SAVES 



B.Wickman,CLE,2l 
J. Nathan, MIN, 20 
E. Guardado, SEA, 19 
B.Ryan,BAL,l8 
Hermanson,CWS, 18 


National League | hitting 



C. Lee, MIL, 72 

D. Lee,CHC,65 
A. Pujols, STL, 64 
P. Burrell, PHI, 60 
M. Cabrera, FLA, 58 


A. Jones,ATL,25 
D.Lee,CHC,23 
C. Lee, MIL, 22 
C. Floyd, NYM, 21 
M.Ensberg,H0U,20 


R.Furcal,ATL,28 
J. Reyes, NYM, 23 
R.Freel,CIN,2l 
B.Abreu,PHI,20 
J. Pierre, FLA, 18 



D.Willis,FLA,l2 
Hernandez, WAS, II 

C. Carpenter, STL, II 
R. Oswalt, HOU, 10 

D. Davis, MIL, 9 


P. Martinez, NYM, 123 
C. Carpenter, STL, 112 
J.Peavy,SD,IIO 
R. Clemens, HOU, 104 
B. Myers, PHI, 101 


C. Cordero, WAS, 28 
Isringhausen, STL, 22 
T. Hoffman, SO, 21 
J. Mesa, PIT, 19 
B.Wagner,PHI,l8 


Nationais 




2005SCHEDULE 


Home Games Shaded 

76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 at Comerica Park, Detroit 


r May 1 r June 
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L 1 

W 2 

W 3 

W 4 




ATL 

ATL 

FLA 

FLA 

w 5 

6 

W 7 

W 8 

W 9 

W 10 

W II 

FLA 


OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

SEA 

SEA 

W 12 

L 13 

W 14 

W 15 

16 

L 17 

L 18 

SEA 

LAA 

LAA 

LAA 


TEX 

TEX 

W 19 

W 20 

L 21 

W22 

23 

W24 

W 25 

TEX 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 


TOR 

TOR 

L 26 

27 

W28 

W29 
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PIT 

PIT 

PIT 
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LAD 

LAD 
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SF 
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12 
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AZ 
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MIL 
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26 

L27 

L 28 
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r August 1 r September 
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II 

12 
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16 

17 
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NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

SO 

SO 
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20 

21 
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24 

SO 


SF 

SF 

SF 
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21 
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FLA 
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31 

FLA 








r October 
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T 

W 

TH 
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1 

PHI 

2 

PHI 








Schedule subject to change 



Bargain 

Hunters 

When the Expos moved to 
Washington, there was one person 
who didn’t make the trip with them. 


But this week Omar Minaya can 
see his former club in first place, 
while his own Mets are still bring- 
ing up the rear in the National 
League East. 

Minaya, the general manager 
who was forced to trade away sever- 
al of the Expos’ superstars in recent 
years, took the GM post with the 
Mets on the exact same day Mayor 
Anthony Williams announced that 
baseball was returning to D.C. 

In New York, Minaya has an 
enormous budget — at least twice 
as big as the Nationals’ combined 
salaries. 

It didn’t take long for him to 
become a big spender, bringing in 
Pedro Martinez and Carlos Beltran. 
Those names have a slightly louder 
ring to them than Cristian Guzman 
and Vinny Castilla. 

To Minaya’s credit, Martinez 
and Beltran have the Mets play- 
ing better — compared to the past 
few years anyway. 

Meanwhile, without the spot- 
light of the Big Apple and with- 
out the Mets’ payroll, Nats inter- 
im GM Jim Bowden’s moves look 
like genius. 

Anyone could choose Martinez 
or Beltran, seeing as they were the 
two biggest names on the market. 
But Bowden’s shrewd tinkering — 
including the Jose Guillen trade 
and Esteban Loaiza signing — has 
paid off. (Well, maybe Guzman’s 
.200 average isn’t worth that $16.8 
million contract.) 

The difference in Minaya’s 
and Bowden’s upgrades appears 



Last year’s Expos brain trust: Omar 
Minaya, right, and Frank Robinson. 


to lie more in subtleties than in 
shear talent. 

Guillen’s clearly been a star for 
the Nats, giving some pop to a lineup 
that badly needs it. Yet the offseason 
moves’ m^'or accomplishment seems 
to be that somehow they managed 
to produce a cohesive unit. 

The Nationals don’t have the 
superstars to blow most teams 
away, but they’ve proven to have 
the chemistry to eke out just about 
every one -run game they’ve played 
in. Not exactly the traditional for- 
mula for winning a division, but 
who can argue with the results? 

The style makes for fun ball- 
games — certainly more exciting 
than those at Shea. Only when 
Martinez takes the mound does 
New York get truly exciting. 

Minaya will probably build a 
winner for the Mets, but this week 
he might find himself longing for 
the days of the thrift stores where 
the Nationals still shop, matt swenson 
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the new d rivi ng . 


Paying ridiculous gas prices and spending hours on the road is so over. 
Go to FLYi.com, get a great low fare, choose from a big, convenient 
schedule and get there un-stressed. 


And now's the time to join the iCLUB^. Sign up for the 

iCLUB®'^, our easy-reward frequent flyer program, and receive 500 
iPOINTS. That's 1/3 of the way to a free* ** ticket just for joining. 



One-way fares as low as 

■39 -‘139 



Our newest destinations: 


Las Vegas, NV 
San Diego, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
San Jose, CA 

Plus: 

Albany, NY 
Atlanta, GA 


Boston, MA 
Buffalo, NY 
Burlington, VT 
Charleston, SC 
Charleston, WV 
Charlotte, NC 
Chicago (O'Hare) 
Cleveland, OH 
Columbia, SC 


Non-stop to 

Columbus, OH 
Detroit, Ml 
Fort Myers, FL 
Greensboro, NC 
Greenville, SC 
Hartford, CT 
Huntsville, AL 
Indianapolis, IN 
Jacksonville, FL 


Knoxville, TN 
Louisville, KY 
Manchester, NH 
Nashville, TN 
New York (JFK) 

New York (Stewart) 

New York (White Plains) 
Newark, NJ 
Orlando, FL 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Portland, ME 
Providence, Rl 
Raleigh-Durham, NC 
Rochester, NY 
Savannah, GA 
Syracuse, NY 
Tampa, FL 

West Palm Beach, FL 




Washington's hometown airline, flying hundreds of non-stops from Dulles 





independence air 

flyl.com 


*Fares may require up to a 14-day advance purchase, are one-way, limited, and may not be available on all flights. Lowest fores ore available only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. Heavy demand may cause 

certain days to sell out at these fare levels and only a limited number of these fares are available for travel on 7. 1 .05, 7.2.05, 7.4.05 and 7.5.05. Fares are non-refundable but reservations may be changed prior to departure 
for a $35 fee (only $25 if change is made at FLYi.com) plus any applicable difference in fare. Fares do not include segment fees of up to $6.40, the September 11th Security Fee of up to $5.00 and Passenger Facility Charges 
of up to $9.00. Bookings made through l-SOO-FLYFLYi are $5 higher per passenger. Fores ore subject to change without notice. **For each 1 500 points accumulated in a Member's account, the Member will receive a travel 
award good for either a free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies under 1 500 miles or 50% off a roundtrip fore anywhere Independence Air flies over 1 500 miles. The award may be combined with a 2nd award 
for a free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles. Those traveling on iCLUB awards are only responsible for paying the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10. iPOINTS are not transferable, 
and only one iCLUB account is allowed per person. Other restrictions apply. See FLYi.com for full details. © Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 


